Intended to introduce the interested lay reader to a multitude of questions that surround biotechnology, Marianne Talbot's *Bioethics: An Introduction* examines many of the moral, ethical, and social challenges posed by advances in technology on multiple fronts, such as cloning, reproduction, end of life, and genetic engineering. Talbot presents each topic using the philosopher's approach, carefully leading the reader though each issue and examining the merits and problems of the arguments for and against the various issues. Indeed, the first part of the textbook feels like a crash course in general ethics and philosophical argument, sketching out ethics and its complex connections with free will, law, and religion, laying out the most widely used ethical theories (utilitarian, deontological, and virtue), and teaching the reader how to critically analyze arguments and soundly construct their own. For the second and third parts of the textbook, Talbot takes this approach to examine the issues raised by developments in biotechnology. Each chapter opens with bulleted objectives and is peppered with a multitude of boxes that provide additional information, definitions, and activities for the reader. Some of these boxes are part of the main text, while others are extra. Each chapter closes with a summary, additional questions for reflection, and additional activities. Perhaps evidencing the increasing crossover between different types of mediums, the textbook is paired with a dedicated website that provides updates for the bioethics issues discussed, links to the chapter references that are on the web (which comprise the vast majority of them), and podcasts by the author that further explain various concepts and issues.

However, as Talbot limits the scope of bioethics to examining the questions raised by biotechnology, other areas that are typically encompassed by bioethics, such as the physician-patient relationship, confidentiality, and scientific misconduct, remain largely unaddressed. Limiting the scope to biotechnology allows Talbot to include in her focus reflection on issues dealing with the environment and food and energy security, topics that traditional bioethics has largely overlooked. Somewhat disconcerting is the general oversight of the bioethics literature relevant to each topic Talbot discusses. Many of the issues raised have been hotly contested, not only in public and policy arenas, but also in bioethics scholarship. Referencing these sources in the notes and additional reading sections of each chapter would help place the textbook and orient the reader within the ongoing conversations in the bioethics field. Although the textbook's reliance upon Internet sources may be a valuable resource for finding updates to the cases and issues discussed, it is only useful to the reader with Internet access and depends upon the continued existence of the many websites. Despite these issues, this textbook is well-organized and written clearly, discussing each topic in sufficient depth to give readers a solid introduction to the questions raised. The philosophical approach not only guides readers through critical analysis of the topics presented, but also prepares them to analyze and construct arguments for the questions biotechnology raises in the future.
